





2021 The Year of the Gospel of St. Mark

What is the lectionary cycle and where ard we at in  for many years|where he was martyred by heing

it?

In 2021, we find ourselves in the lectionary gycle for
Year B. These cycles are a product of the Sefond
Vatican Council with the goal of helping Catholics
become more familiar with the Bible. The Slinday

readings are organized into 3 cycles, Years A,
which are constructed around readings from
synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke

describe the Gospel narrative from a similar, point of

view. In the Year B cycle, most of the Sunda
are taken from the Gospel of Mark.

Who was St. Mark?

St. Mark was not one of the 12 Apostles, buf

join St. Paul and St. Barnabas to Antioch and returned
to Jerusalem when the group reached Cyprug.
Tradition tells us that Mark also had a close flelation-
ship with St. Peter. St. Mark lived in Alexand ia, Egypt

dragged through the streets. St. Mark’s symbal is a
winged lion whijch is derived from his description of
St. John the Baptist as, “a voice of one crying out in
the desert.” The wings come from Ezekiel’s vision of
four winged crdatures as the evangelists.

B,and C What is unique|about the Gospel of St. Mark?
the 3
which

This Gospel accpunt is both the oldest and shortest.
This Gospel wag probably written sometime between
60 and 70 AD. Mark’s Gospel emphasizes Jesus’
Gospels suffering and rejection by humanity. Some have
described Mark{s Gospel as a “passion narrative with
a long introductjon.” In Mark’s Gospel, we focus on
i did the suffering Sayior who loves us even though we
cause this suffering. Mark presents Jesus as wise and
powerful teacher, but also insists on the importance
of Christ’s sufferiing on the Cross to His identity.

St. Mark is most|likely writing to Gentile converts.

[Christmas Trivia Champions

The Reuschel Family proudly took h

championship for Blessed Sacrameht’s
Virtual Trivia Night. The Reuschels]favorite
Christmas tradition is attending Christmas

Eve Mass then returning home to sp
special time together as a family aft
holiday busyness.
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